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Dear Parents, 
 

The end of term is almost here and a long holiday  stretches out 

through the rest of December. This is a wonderful opportunity for 

families to come together and reflect on a busy term. Many of you are 

going away either to your home country or away to an exciting holiday 

destination. Have a safe and fun holiday. 
 

Our new School Consultative Group has met for the first time and I 

would like to thank those parents who have put themselves forward for 

election. As a school, we do think it is important to get feedback from 

parents and this is another opportunity for parents to give advice and 

feedback about the school. Our Thursday morning óCoffee and Chatô 

sessions have also continued in the Library and we will keep these 

going next term to provide further informal opportunities for parents to 

meet, discuss and feedback to the school. 
 

We sent out some more details of our School Expansion Programme 

and I will continue to update you as new information becomes 

available. In terms of the curriculum, the school will continue to offer 

the International Primary Curriculum in Early Years and Primary (age 

3 to 11). In Secondary, we will offer the International General 

Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) for students aged 11 to 16 

and then the International Baccalaureate Diplomas Programme (IBDP) 

as a university entrance programme. We feel that this combination of 

programmes will offer the best learning opportunities to our students. 
 

Finally, from all the staff at Compass International School, I wish you 

a wonderful and restful holiday. Eid Mubarak and Merry Christmas to 

you and your families. Have a great New Year and I look forward to 

seeing everyone safely back in Doha to start our second term on 

Sunday 04 January 2009 

 

 
 

 

John Todd 

Head Teacher 
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QPPSSA YEAR 5 / 6 BOYS FOOTBALL 
TOURNAMAENT 

WINNERS 

The School Football Team went to play at 

the QPPSSA Tournament along with 23 

other schools from across Qatar. The 

tournament was  held at Qatar Academy 

with teams split into 4 pools each of 6 

teams who played against each other. The 

pool winners went through to the semi-

finals. 

 

After beating Qatar Academy in the semi-

finals, the team went on to meet Gulf 

English School in the final. After an 

exciting match, we emerged as champions 

of the tournament. 

 

Special thanks goes to the Coach, Mr. 

Nijkamp and Assistants Mr. Gopalan and 

Mr. van der Beek. 



 

A big thank you to everyone 

 

who made the Sinterklaas celebration 

such a big success 

   



Learning Opportunities  
 

We will be giving you regular LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES and hope that you will find out more 

about the programmes we offer at school. 

 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES for parents in the last month have included: 

 

¶ Book Week - story telling, book buying, book character day, author visit 

¶ Parent and Teacher Consultations - an opportunity to reflect on your childôs learning and discuss 

with the teacher how we can improve learning for the future 

¶ Field Trips - these have included the fruit and vegetable market, Jungle Zone and Café Ceramique 

¶ Weekly Assemblies - opportunities to find out and celebrate the learning that has been going on in 

different classrooms 

¶ Dutch Cultural Days - St. Maartens and Sinta Klaas 

 

How do we cater for the personal development of our students? 
 

Childrenôs learning must cater for their current and future personal needs, their future career needs and 

the needs of the different cultural groups in which they are likely to play a part. The following 8 

Personal Goals in the IPC have a major role to play in your childrenôs learning. These are some of the 

skills that we all need to be able to live and work in our daily lives.  

 

Enquiry  Can the students ask and answer searching questions, plan, carry out and draw 

 conclusions from their investigations? 

Adaptability Are the students able to cope with new situations, to approach tasks with confidence, 

 to be at ease with themselves in a variety of different situations? 

Resilience Can students stick with a task until it is completed? Can they keep trying if they make 

a mistake? 

Morality Are they developing their own moral standpoints, while at the same time respecting 

other peoples? Are they able to explain reasons for their actions? 

Communication Can students make their meaning plain, using different technologies to help them, can 

they communicate for a range of different audiences? 

Thoughtfulness Can they use a variety of thinking skills? Can they draw conclusions and develop their 

own reasoned point of view? Can they reflect on their learning, are they able to 

identify their own strengths and weaknesses? 

Co-operation Are they able to work with others to undertake activities and to achieve targets? Do 

they understand that different people have different roles to play in groups? 

Respect  Do they know about, show respect for and act according to the needs of other living 

things and the environment? 

 

Most of the tasks that your children undertake in the IPC develop these personal goals in some way. In 

school, as well as these goals being very much a part of our daily lessons, we celebrate them every 

couple of weeks at assembly, when one child from each class is given a certificate based on the 

particular goal on which we are focusing.  

 

Something to think abouté 

Try to help your child identify which of these skills they need to work on and together think of ways 

that they can  develop these skills in the class and at home too. 

 

 

 



What will your child be learning in IPC next term ? 

 

 
 
 

For more information log on to www.internationalprimarycurriculum.com 

 

Mhairi Gibson - Leader for Learning 
 

 

 

 

Early Years 1 Letôs Pretend 

  
 

Clothes 

  

Plants & Flowers 

The children are going to be learning about all kinds of 

different ways to make up stories and to pretend to be someone 

or something different. 
 

They are all going to become knowledgeable, decision-makers 

about what to wear, when and why! 
 

They will learn about plants by growing seeds, by having their 

own gardens, by listening to stories about growing things, etc. 

Early Years 2 Animals 

   

Patterns 

  

Houses & Homes 

The children are going to be learning about wild animals - the 

kind that live in the jungle or sometimes in a zoo. 
 

They will learn about patterns around them in nature, in 

different materials, in words and in music. 
 

They will learn about different kinds of homes ï animal homes, 

special homes, homes made from different materials. 

Year 1 Day & Night 
 

 
 

Transport 

The children will understand something about the nature of 

light, that light is needed for plants to photosynthesize. They 

will begin to understand about the movement of the planets 

causing day & night. 
 

They are going to find out about different types of transport 

around the world 

Year 2 Our World 

  

Saving Water 

Children will learn more about the different places that people, 

animals and plants live. 
 

Through activities in geography, science and technology the 

children are going to become water waste detectives and 

promoters of water conservation.  

Year 3 Paintings, Pictures & 

Photos 

  

Dinosaurs 

The children will investigate the many different ways that the 

world can be represented visually. This work will help them to 

appreciate closer observations and perhaps to look at the world 

in a different and new way! 
 

They will be learning about the world of the dinosaurs, what 

the earth looked like, what lived at that time and how to 

identify the different kinds of dinosaurs. They will be acting as 

detectives and palaeontologists, looking for clues and making 

deductions from them. 

Year 4 The Active Planet Children will be learning about volcanoes and earthquakes 

Year 5 & 6 Mission to Mars 
 

Here & Now, There 

& Then 

Children will investigate what conditions would be required in 

order to go and live on Mars. 
 

They will be finding out about the past and present of Qatar 

and of their own home countries. 

Year 7 Astronomy 

  

Rulers & 

Governments 

The unit focuses on the Earth, its Moon and Sun. It looks at the 

planets of the solar system and perhaps even the other stars in 

our galaxy. 
 

Children will learn about different ways countries are ruled and 

governed and about some significant leaders. 



 

As part of our topic in IPC we 

have been investigating changing 

and making new materials. We 

have experimented and explored 

the different ways materials 

change. We took notes on what 

events occurred during the process. 

We have learned new words and 

had lots of fun baking. Although 

eating the cakes was the best part! 
 

Aliff Abang 

Yr 6 class manager 

Iona 

Vocabulary Bank 

Liquids, solids, gases, irreversible, reversible, 

cooled, dissolving , chemical change, classify, 

heating, evaporation, condensation. 


