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Dear Parents, 
 

Our first School Review takes place towards the end of this month. The 

purpose of the review is to assess the quality of learning at our school 

and make recommendations as to how it can be improved still further. 

The review team will spend a week in school and will give feedback to 

the school and directly to parents. You will have an opportunity to 

contribute towards the process and we will send out more details nearer 

to the time. 
 

The School Consultative Group have been busy working with us on 

school improvement. We have looked at playtimes and recently 

introduced new timings which will give the children more 

opportunities to eat and to play. We think that this will help their 

learning, particularly towards the end of the school day. We are also 

trialling new arrangements for the start of the school day so that 

children do not have to wait outside the gates. Please let us have any 

feedback on these issues. 
 

Please take the opportunity to participate in Parent Teacher 

Consultations next week as you have a central role to play in your 

childôs learning. From February 26, our assemblies will be replaced 

with Presentations of Learning. Each child has the opportunity to 

present their learning to their classmates and their parents and you will 

receive a special invite to attend your childôs presentation. 
 

The Student Council have started a Recycling initiative and we hope 

that all our families will support this by sending in newspapers and 

magazines for recycling.  
 

Milepost 2 (Year 3) have shared their learning from the Rainforest Unit 

that they completed last term and it highlights the learning carried out 

with children, teachers and parents. MP1 Taylor have shared their 

learning in Mathematics. 
 

 

 

John Todd 

Head Teacher 
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Learning Opportunities  
 

We will be giving you regular LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES and hope that you will find out more 

about the programmes we offer at school. 

 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES for parents in this month include: 

 

¶ Weekly Assemblies - opportunities to find out and celebrate the learning that has been going on in 

different classrooms 

¶ Presentations of Learning (from 26 February) - individual presentations by children about their 

learning 

¶ Dutch Cultural Days - Hobbies and Pastimes 

¶ Mathematics Information Evening - for more information on our English programme 

 

Admissions for 2009 / 2010 
 

Admissions for 2009 / 2010 are now being accepted. If you would like to apply for a place for your 

child for the new academic year, please collect an Application Form from the School Office, or 

download it directly from our website (www.cisdoha.org). Please let your friends and colleagues know 

as we expect demand for places to be greater than ever. Please make sure that you send a copy of your 

childôs latest school report with the application. You do not need to reapply for children who are at the 

school. 
 

Staff Training  
 

Jane Denby from the International School of the Hague ran the second of a series of planned workshops 

for our teachers focussing on supporting English as an Additional Language (EAL) learners. Her first 

workshop was in October 2008. 
 

Jane worked with the staff on Saturday, ran workshops after school on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, 

and visited classes to work with teachers. Her programme focussed on: 

 

¶ The importance of supporting mother tongue (your first language / the language that you use at 

home) in school and how CISD can do this 

¶ The challenges of writing for EAL children. She discussed genre theory and activities to support 

children with their writing. 

¶ Supporting EAL children in Mathematics. 
 

A number of parents enjoyed Janeôs presentation on Tuesday morning when she talked and answered 

questions about how parents can support their childrenôs mother tongue. 

 

Following the workshops, we have been thinking about how we can enhance our programme at CISD 

and are thinking about the following: 

 

¶ Starting mother tongue mini-libraries 

¶ Using multi-lingual signs around the school 

¶ Allowing children to write and respond more in their mother tongue 

¶ Building mother tongue IPC lessons into the weekly programmes for Mileposts and getting 

support from parents to assist teachers 

¶ Enhancing our ECA programme with mother tongue classes 

 

We would be happy to discuss these or any other suggestions that you might have. 

 
 



International Learning and the IPC 
 

We are already in the swing of a very busy term and classes are all well under way with their new IPC 

units. Each of these units  will include some international learning. International is, in fact, one of 9 

subjects taught in the IPC. This specific focus on more global, international issues is one of the factors 

that makes the IPC unique. 
 

This term at Compass, we will be placing a special emphasis 

on international learning, and at the end of term we plan to 

host an International week to celebrate the similarities and 

the differences between the many cultures and nationalities 

that we now have in our school.  
 

Why is it so important for us to celebrate / learn on an 

International level? 

¶ The world is becoming more global ï globalization  

¶ Potential employers are looking for a new set of skills 

 and attitudes, international mindedness is often one of 

 these 

¶ Children need to learn about their own national & 

 cultural identities 

¶ They need to learn to live with those whose national 

 and cultural identities are different. 

¶ We need to celebrate both differences and similarities between countries and cultures by 

developing tolerance, empathy and mutual understanding 

 

 

        
 

Dates for your diaries: 

 

Week beginning Sunday 29th March to Thursday 2nd April - International week - will be on the last 

week of this term and some of the activities will include: children focusing their learning on one 

continent, there will be an international buffet, an Arabic evening and the children will learn songs and 

rhymes from different countries. 

 

More details about the International week will be sent home later in the term. 

 

We hope that you will be able to assist your child with their learning. To help you with this, the next 

page shows what your children will be learning about in their International studies this term. Please 

discuss these with your child and help them to learn more about the International areas of their IPC unit 

 

Mhairi Gibson - Leader for Learning 

 

Mufti Day  
 

Mufti Day is a fun event that we do once every term. Children and teachers are allowed to wear their 

own clothes rather than school uniform. Everyone pays QR10 and we collect this for our school charity 

work. Mufti Day, this term, is on Thursday 05 February 2009. 

 

 



 
 

IPC in Milepost 2 
 

Last term, Year 3 completed an IPC unit called óSaving the Worldô. During the unit, we learnt about the 

importance of saving the rainforests and some of the products from the rainforests.  We also learnt about 

some of the tribes living in countries where the rainforests are. The topic has continued to generate 

excitement among the children.  

 

For the Entry Point, we turned our classrooms into rainforests. We made the best of what we had, 

considering the weather and climate in Qatar and the need to model an ideal rainforest environment. 

Parent volunteers came in to help put up artificial leaves and toy animals and insects. We hung fish nets 

of different sizes as green shades. The children drew and painted frogs, toads, monkeys, tigers and 

parrots which were hung in paper trees that have been glued to the wall. In the end, we simulated the 

layers of the rainforest - the forest floor, rich in nutrients and home to seedlings, herbs, fungi and 

debris; the understorey, dark, dense and very humid middle layer; and the thick canopy, where most of 

the activities takes place. The light, moisture and rich food supplies make this layer home to the 

majority of the rainforestôs colourful and mysterious wildlife. 

 

 

Year 1 Day & 

Night 

To know that children from different countries might have 

experienced different lengths of day & night, and that it 

might be day in some countries, night in others. 

Year 2 Our World Know about some of the similarities and differences 

between the lives of children in their home and host 

countries and students will share their experiences of 

different environments 

Year 3 Significant 

People 

Know about some  similarities and differences about 

views on significant people in home and host countries 

Know about some of the different art and music forms 

from home and host countries 

Appreciate activities and cultures which are different from 

but equal to their own 

Year 4 The Active 

 Planet 

Know some similarities and differences between 

geographical features of home and host countries, and 

how these affect people. 

Year 5 & 

6 

Mission to 

Mars 

Research population and pollution in home and host 

countries. 

Be able to write an International Agreement for a treaty to 

Mars 

Year 7 Astronomy Discuss differences in the night sky in home and host 

countries 

Research different myths & legends about space from 

home and host countries 

Know about International cooperation in space projects ï 

eg Mir space station 



One of the great moments of the unit was our assembly presentation. Here are some of the photos from 

the MP2 Rainforest Assembly. 

During an Art Task, the children collected images of indigenous people from the various rainforest 

regions, and found examples of different styles of 

face painting. Working individually, they planned 

a face paint design of their own. The children then 

worked with parent volunteers to decorate each 

otherôs faces. Here are some of the photographs of 

the finished painted faces.  

 

 

 

 



The Exit Point was perhaps the most exciting of all! The class visited the Jungle Zone at Hyatt Plaza 

Shopping Mall in Doha, accompanied by teachers and parent volunteers. Facilities at the park were 

designed like an artificial rainforest environment. The trip consisted of a tour of the park as these further 

consolidated what the children have learnt during the unit. 

Milepost 2 ð Year 3 

 

Dutch First Language Programme 
 

Weôve only been back in school for four weeks already so much has been done. There are still lots of 

challenges to come and many events to look forward to. 
 

Dutch as a First Language 

Jane Denby from the International School of the Hague 

came to our school to tell our Compass team about the 

importance of the use of our mother tongue. We feel 

very privileged that we can offer Dutch as a first 

language in our school. I 

found an interesting 

Dutch article about this 

subject. If any of you are 

interested, there are 

copies available in my 

classroom. 
 

Story time breakfast  

On Saturday, January 24 we had a story time breakfast. After the 

Christmas break, a lot 

of new picture books 

arrived for our Dutch 

Library.  Twelve 

Dutch fathers came in 

to serve us breakfast 

and read us stories from some of the new arrivals. 

The Dutch teachers took part in a play about Snow 

White and we finished the morning with a craft 

session. If you want to see our art work, please have 

a look at our NTC display in the hall in the main 

building. 


