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Dear Parents,

The end of our first term is already very close and teachers are busy
writing reports and reflecting on the learning of the children in their
class. It is always good to take time to sit back and reflect and try to
put the school term into perspective. Before you come to meet your
chil doés teacher s, pl ease try
reflecting on their learning so that the discussion with the teacher
becomes more learning focussed and together we seek to find ways to
improve learning.

Parent and Teacher Consultations are scheduled for the final week of
term and reports will be issued on Thursday 27 November.

Compass International School Doha has always had the intention to
offer an educational programme for students aged 3 to 18. We opened
the school in September 2006 with just a handful of children in 2 or 3
classes and now have 350 children in 19 classes.

Many of you will be aware that we have been working hard to find a
way of offering a secondary programme. We are still actively engaged
in looking for an additional site in which to open a secondary school
and we are very hopeful that this will become a reality for September
20009.

For commercial reasons, we are not at liberty to give details of
negotiations that we are conducting atthe moment, but please
understand that we will let you know just as soon as we have further
details and the situation becomes clearer. We also need to ensure that
we follow all the necessary Ministry regulations and obtain the
required permits.

We hope to be able to make an announcement soon.

John Todd
Head Teacher

An international school located in the State of Qatar owned and managed by
Education Overseas Qatar LLC (CR No. 33520)




Learning Opportunities

We will be giving you regular LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES and hope that you will find out more
about the programmes we offer at school.

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES for parents in the next month will include:
T Book Week - 16 - 20 November - more details will be sent out soon with ideas for encouraging

learning through reading and activities with books
1 Parent and Teacher Consultations - these take place during the last week of term following the

i ssue of reports. They offer an opportunli

teacher how we can improve learning for the future.

1 Field Trips - a number of classes have field trips planned and have asked for help from parents.
This is an opportunity to see learning in a different environment.

1 Weekly Assemblies - opportunities to find out and celebrate the learning that has been going on in
different classrooms

How can parents help their children with research activities?

Some General Tips:

Location, Location, L.ocation
Set aside a place for your child that they can call their own. That way they won't have to clear away
everything they have used when they get to the end of a study / research session

Be a Cheerleader
Children thrive on encouragement. It's just as important to support a child who doesn't perform well as it
is to congratulate them for success. Real learning is based on the value your child places on the process
of learning itself.

You Study Too!
Set a good example for your children. Let your kids see that you are serious about learning new things.
Show them what a privilege it is to learn for the sake of learning

Be a Teacher

You can't just Il eave it al/l up to the teat

attention, so it's the role of the parent to make sure they get it. If you find your child needs extra help,
be active in getting it, or better yet, work with them yourself.

Turn off the TV!

Let your child have access to the computer / internet, but have them find information from books and
other sources as well.
| When your child is doing research homework, discuss/help them with some/all of the
following steps:

What question(s) are they researching?
\ T What do they know about the subject already? What do they want to know?
~ What do they NEED to know/ find out?
Brainstorming this information & recording ideas
Thinking about where they could find information? i Internet, Books, Magazines,
Newspapers, Other sources?
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- 9 Using a mindmap to sort the information into categories 1 these will be the main
— headings / main areas your child would like to find out about.
— 1 Finding information on chosen headings (books, internet, etc) T taking notes (key
words / phrases) and adding these to the mind map.
= 9 Deciding what would be the best order for their information & how to present it.
1 Using notes to create an interesting, well organized piece of research

4 Note: If teachers do not recommend specific websites, then students will probably need

,/ ” - - - -
’ help in finding suitable ones.

It is a good idea to help your children when they are taking notes - highlight key
words / phrases. What information is needed, what can be left out?

Students who speak English as an additional language and whose English is weak may benefit from
researching the subject in their own language first, so they will develop a better understanding.

Below is an example of a mindmap which has main categories and information about butterflies. More
information could be added to this mindmap if your child wanted to create a more in-depth piece of
research.

Mindmap

coiled proboscis scaly body/wings scales/veins

Lepidoptera insect features

dondt need much f
short life span

wings

insect

Butterflies

male/female
difference

3,000 max eggs ) nectar proboscis
lifecycle :
leaves over-ripe
\ fruit
1/100
survive

Hope you are now able to help your budding young researchers with their assignments! There are some
great information websites out there. One of my favourites is www.brainpop.com, and the kids really
love this one too.

Try it out, if you have not already done so!

For more information log on to www.internationalprimarycurriculum.com

Mhairi Gibson - Leader for Learning

pr
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Dutch First Language Programme - nieuwsbrief

November and December are two months full
very exciting time. Let me explain two of our main events.

Saint Maarten

Maarten was born in the year 316 AD, in a country these days known as Hungary. As a young man he
became an officer in the Roman army. On a cold winter day Maarten and his soldiers arrived at a city
 gate where they found a beggar sitting in the snow without a coat.
| Maarten jumped of his horse, took his robe and cut it in half and gave
. ] one part to the man to protect himself against the cold.

=+: = In Holland and Belgium we celebrate Saint Maarten on November 11
in the middle of the autumn season. Leaves are falling from the trees
and the days are becoming shorter. The celebration is a celebration of
{ light, especially for the children. They make a lantern and in the

neighbourhood with their lanterns. The children make a stop at
different front doors singing their Saint Maarten songs. In return they receive a small gift or some
sweets.

In November the Dutch and Belgian children will come together to walk around the Qipco compound
with their | anterns, sing Saint Maarten so

Saint Nicolaas

Hal f way through November, Hol |l and and Bel g

(especially children) get restless, because we know Sinterklaas is on his way from Spain to Holland and
Belgium to celebrate his birthday with us on December 5". Saint Nicolaas was born in 280 AD and he
became the patron saint of children.

Sinterklaas arrives each year in late
E~ November by steamboat from Spain, and is
then paraded through the streets, welcomed
by cheering and singing children. We love
him a lot, because he is such a nice,
forgiving person. When we have been good
he brings us presents and lots of sweets.
Sinterklaas is assisted by many helpers.
These helpers are called Black Peters.

In the weeks between his arrival and
December 5", before going to bed, we put
our shoes next to the chimney or more
common these days close to the door, with
a carrot or some h
Hor seo, sing a Sinterklaas song, and wil |l
delivered by a Black Peter (they are real acrobats on roofs and sliding down chimneys).

On December 5"we cel ebrate Sinterklaasds birthday.

normally a loud knock on the door, and a sack full of presents is found on the doorstep.

There are rumours that Sinterklaas will make a stop in Doha before moving on to Holland and Belgium.
So we better be good and start practicing our Saint Nicolaas songs.

of

evening when itdés dark the chil

N g S

c

Christa Sterk - Dutch Coordinator
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Reading Workshop 7™ October 2008

Many thanks to the large number of parents who attended the first ever CISD Reading Workshop. It
was obviously a popular subject and it was great to see so much interest in reading. | hope you all
enjoyed the Ohands ondé activities and | ear
reading skills. Hopefully, by now, you will have put some of the skills and techniques learned into
practice and your children will now be well on their way to becoming enthusiastic, lifelong readers. If
you missed the presentation, there are still some information sheets available in the hall of the main
building.

One point which was raised was that some children are reluctant to read, despite their parents best
efforts so here are some tips to help get them back on track.

Tips for Parents of Reluctant Readers

Would your child rather do anything other than pick up a book? These tips should help you get your

child back on the right reading track.

1 Make reading relaxingand low-k ey f or a short part of the
read to him/her instead.

T Read some funny or interesting parts of your favourite book aloud. When your child shows more
interest, take turns of reading part of it or even a page each.

1 Draw your child in with a riddle book for kids, an interesting sports article, or a newspaper story.

T If your child likes a particular film , see if it's based on a book, then bring home the book.

T For children who have lost the motivation to read, use material that's intensely interesting to them.
Look at their IPC topic and find some interesting books you can share.

Sometimes your child may almost have to disassociate what he's doing at school with the act of reading
something for fun. Buy a comic or take him/her to the bookshop and let them choose a book.

Make reading fun for your kids! Include games and interesting internet sites like the Magic key which
tell stories and include fun activities. Look for some talking books to recapture their interest. Most
importantly-d on 6t -gi §® mere than | ikely a tempor al

Book Week
As part of our drive to increase enthusiasm for reading in school, we will be holding a Book Week from

the 16™-20" November 2008. This will include an Author visit, and involve some local book shops.
There are lots of exciting activities planned-more details will follow later.

Ann Djedid - English Coordinator
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Birthdays

Birthdays are an important and exciting part of growing upd we even enjoy them as adults! We would
be happy to celebrate in school and be a
celebrations in school, however, but i f it
and drinks for the class to share, we would be happy to join in. Please discuss the event with your class
teacher.

Assemblies

Assemblies will now take place on Thursday at 12.30 PM. The change of time follows feedback from
parents and teachers. After Assembly, parents may take home children from the host class and their
siblings.

During assemblies, we will be celebrating the learning that is taking place in our classrooms. We would
really like you to be a part of this and hope that parents will join us for assemblies each week. Classes
take it in turn to do assembly and use this opportunity to present the learning that has been taking place
in their classroom. We also use this community gathering to present Weekly Award Certificates to
students from each class and to celebrate our birthdays. Everyone is welcome to attend, and you will
receive a special invite when your chil dé
themédi t wi | | make a real di fference. After &
learning.

Extra-Curricular Activities (ECAS)

Extra-curricular activities are opportunities for children to try something different, learn new skills and
make new friends. They are part of OLearni
child will take advantage of the programme.

This term every child who returned their form by the deadline was given at least one activity from those
that they selected. We appreciate that this may not always have been their first choice, but we were able
to give everyone at least one choice. Please see Mrs. Borberg (PA to the Head Teacher) for any queries.
If your child does not attend an activity for 2 weeks, they may be asked to leave the programme.

School Buses

A number of school bus routes now operate. The service is run by Tri Logistics. If you would like your
child to join the school bus service, please collect the transport form from the office at the gate where
Molet will be pleased to assist you.

General Information

Absence If your child is absent from school for any reason, please inform the Class Teacher or
call the school office. This should be done before the event in the case of a planned
absence (e.g. holiday / visit to the dentist). For sickness, or other unplanned absences,
please send an explanatory letter when your child returns to school.

Clothing Please ensure that all items of clothing and other personal belongings are clearly
| abell ed with your c hadnlalase available ram Zdkse
the uniform suppliers.

Snacks Please provide your child with something healthy to eat at break times (e.g. fruit,
cereal bar, etc.) in a suitable container marked with their name. Please provide drinks
in containers other than glass, which can be dangerous. Children are encouraged to
drink water during lessons to ensure that they remain fully hydrated for optimal

learning.
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Sun Safe We operate a NO HAT - NO PLAY policy. Make sure that your child brings their hat
to school otherwise they will not be allowed onto the field to play.

Lost property There is a lost property box in the bus office by the gate at school. If you lose
something, please check there in the first place. There are many items waiting to be
claimed.

Coffee and Chat Please join us in the Library on Thursday mornings, 7.300 8.30 AM for coffee and an
informal chat. | will be there along with Mrs. Markey, Deputy Head Teacher and we
look forward to meeting you.

Dates for your Diary

November 2008

Week 11

Awards: Communication

Monday 10 Staff Meeting 1.45 PM - 2.45PM

Tuesday 11 Student Council Meeting 8.30 AM

Thursday 13 Coffee and Chat, 7.30 - 8.30 AM, School Library
School Assembly 12.30 PM i MP1 Daigneault

School Book Week

Sunday 16 Book Week Assembly 7.30 AM

Monday 17 Staff Meeting 1.45 PM - 2.45PM
Story Teller Evening, 5 PM - 7 PM

Tuesday 18

Wednesday 19 Author Visit - Val Bloom

Thursday 20 Book Character Day. Parade at 7.30 AM
Coffee and Chat, 7.30 - 8.30 AM, School Library
School Assembly 12.30 PM i MP1 Maher

Week 13

Awards: Thoughtfulness

Thursday 27 Coffee and Chat, 7.30 - 8.30 AM, School Library
School Assembly 12.30 PM - French
ECAs finish

Week 14

Awards: Special Awards

December 2008

Monday 01 Parent Teacher Consultations
2.00PM 1 4.30 PM

Tuesday 02 Student Council Meeting 8.30 AM
Parent Teacher Consultations
2.00PM 1T 4.30 PM

Thursday 04 Coffee and Chat, 7.30 - 8.30 AM, School Library
School Assembly 12.30 PM
Term 1 School Reports
School Newsletter
Term Ends 1.30 PM
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Email Communications

You may have noticed recently that we are sending out more information by email. To save paper, time
and energy, we hope to stop a lot of our paper based communications. If you did not get this newsletter
by email, then please speak to Mrs. Paladino, our School Secretary, and we will add you to the mailing
list.

Miscellaneous

We are always available to consult with parents about your children, so please do not hesitate to contact
t he school if you have any queries. I f you
Teacher, then it is advisable to make an appointment. Teachers cannot come out of classes except in an
emergency. Your cooperation in this area is appreciated.

School Telephone: +974 4877 445
School Fax: +974 4877 446
School e-mail: head@cisdoha.org
School Office: admin@cisdoha.org
Website: www.cisdoha.org

Thank you for your continuing support,

John Todd
Head Teacher
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Compass International School Doha

The School 6s Mi s

Learning Well, Enjoying Life, Exceeding
EXxpectations.

The School 0s VI g1

To be a successful school, recognised
around the world for excellence.

The school 6s Def i

Learning is making connections between
new and existing knowledge, skills and
understanding to adapt to our changing

world.
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