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Dear Parents, 
 

The summary of our School Review was published last week. I hope 

that you have had an opportunity to read the summary and reflect on 

the many strengths that were identified by the review team. This is a 

real testament to our hard working teaching and support staff. Thank 

you to everyone who gave feedback to the Review Team. 
 

Our new School Website went live this week and you can access the 

site at http://www.cisdoha.com  The site has a very contemporary feel 

and plenty of information about the school. Please take a look and let 

us know what else we can do to enhance the site. 
 

Many of our teachers attended the recent International Primary 

Curriculum Regional Conference held at CISD. We welcomed over 90 

delegates from across the world. The theme of the conference was the 

school curriculum and we had some excellent learning and reflection 

opportunities listening to the speakers and sharing our experiences with 

the other schools. 

 

 

 

 

John Todd 

Head Teacher 
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Learning Opportunities 
 

We will be giving you regular LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES and hope that you will find out more 

about the programmes we offer at school. 
 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES for parents in May include: 
 

 Weekly class assemblies and subject assemblies 

 Dutch Language Cultural Days - Belgian Cultural Day 

 Science Day 

 

New for September 2009 

 
Compass International School has a focus on learning and is always looking for ways to improve the 

quality of learning for students. Whilst we recognise the many strengths identified in the School 

Review, we know that there are further improvements that we can make. I have included some specific 

details below and will give you further updates in the next newsletter: 
 

Physical Education and Sports: both the Gharaffa and the Rayyan campuses will benefit from a full 

time Physical Education Teacher from September 2009. There will be immediate benefits to the 

students in terms of improved learning in PE lessons and a greater focus on skills in PE. The PE teacher 

will also guide and support Class Teachers to improve their own practice in this area of the curriculum. 

The PE teacher will provide a specific focus for sport and team activities outside lessons and we expect 

to see greater participation in sporting events and activities for the students.  
 

Your children will benefit from:  

 better learning in PE lessons 

 more opportunities to play sport in school 

 More opportunities for competitive sport against other schools 
 

Music and Performing Arts: a full time Music Teacher has been appointed to provide more musical 

learning opportunities to our students from September 2009. Our new Music Teacher will enhance the 

music programme through her work with class teachers enabling them to deliver higher quality learning.   
 

By focussing on skills development in music, the Music Teacher will allow children to: 

 Improve their musical skills 

 Offer more opportunities for performance 

 Enhance school events by including more music 
 

In addition, we expect that, over time, the Music Teacher will be able to develop school choirs and 

instrumental ensembles. 
 

English as an Additional Language: we intend to enhance our programme for students whose first 

language is not English. Compass International School is one of the few schools in Doha who actively 

embraces and supports such students and this gives our school its uniquely international flavour. There 

will be additional staffing for the EAL programme from September 2009 and the new coordinator will 

work with individual students and small groups both in classes and out of classes to support their 

English Language development. 

 

First Language Programmes: Many of you will know about our Dutch First Language Programme. We 

are the only school in Doha to offer this programme to Dutch speaking students at all ages and this will 

continue into the new secondary school. This term, we started a new German First language Programme 

for a small group of students. This takes place after school and gives students two hours a week of 

German learning. Further details of this programme can be obtained from the School Office. For 

September 2009, we will be enhancing our First Language Programmes and we will be asking 

communities what First Language Programmes they would like to see added. 



Admissions for 2009 / 2010 
 

Admissions for 2009 / 2010 are now being accepted. If you would like to apply for a place for your 

child for the new academic year, please collect an Application Form from the School Office, or 

download it directly from our website (www.cisdoha.com). Please let your friends and colleagues know 

as we expect demand for places to be greater than ever. Please make sure that you send a copy of your 

child‘s latest school report with the application. You do not need to reapply for children who are at the 

school. 

 

How Subjects in IPC Link Together 
 

There are 9 main subject areas in the International Primary Curriculum 

(IPC) including: Science, History, Geography, International, 

Technology, Social, Music, Art and PE. These subjects are 

independent but at the same time they are all linked together –they are 

interdependent. It is important that our students can make connections 

in their learning between different subjects. This is reflected in our 

school learning definition as follows: 
 

Learning is making connections between new and existing 

knowledge, skills and understanding to adapt to our 

changing world. 
 

To give an example of how IPC subjects link children‘s learning 

together, these are some of the ways that your children‘s learning will be linked together in Y4 through 

their IPC unit on CHOCOLATE this term.  
 

In geography, they will be: 
 

 finding out where cacao trees are found 

 finding out about the climate and other factors affecting the growth of cacao trees 

 finding out about other crops 
 

In history, they will be 
 

 finding out about the importance of cacao beans for trade 

 finding out about who took the first chocolate to Europe 

 finding out about food fears 
 

In science, they will be 
 

 learning all about the cacao tree, its flowers, its fruit and its seeds 

 finding out about how the cacao beans are harvested 

 finding out about the energy effects of chocolate 

 finding out about why chocolate wrappers are made from special materials. 
 

As well as learning specific science skills in this unit based around the cacao tree and beans, the 

children will also be able to research where the beans come from, how climate affects their growth, and 

how trading beans has been important historically. Although each subject in this unit is taught in a 

block, NOT as separate subjects, the students should be able to see how the geography, science, history, 

etc, of chocolate is linked together. Helping our students to connect all areas of their learning together 

helps them to see ―the big picture‖, and recent research into the brain has proved that the more 

connections that students can make in their learning, the better they will learn. 

 

 

 



IPC science this term 
 

In week 6 of this term, our students will participate in a Science Day, where 

they will be given the opportunity to practise many of their science skills, 

including the following: 
 

 Observing 

 Predicting 

 Investigating 

 Gather scientific evidence 

 Research information 
 Classifying 
 Recording information 

 

More information regarding the Science Day will be sent home over the next 

couple of weeks. Look out for examples of student‘s science work as well as 

photos from our Science Day in the next newsletter. 

 

Mhairi Gibson - Leader for Learning 

 

 

Dutch - The importance of reading 

 
As we all know, reading is essential for the learning process of our children. However, too many 

children don‘t like reading and because of that it is our task in school to find ways to stimulate them to 

read and enjoy books. 
 

To understand the world in which they live, children have to read a lot and very often they have to 

analyse difficult texts. To help them analyse news articles we teach them reading-strategies to make 

their comprehension better and the text more understandable.  
 

In The Netherlands we have been working for several years with a new method of Reading 

Comprehension, called ‗Nieuwsbegrip‘ (‗Knowledge of the News‘). 
 

Every week children in Dutch Schools can send an e-mail to a team of language specialists and ask 

them to write a text about a subject chosen by the children. The text must be a recent news item. 
 

At 09.30 hrs on Monday morning, a team of authors choose the most mentioned subject and start 

writing a text with questions and tasks at 4 levels, 3 Primary levels and 1 Secondary which are available 

for Dutch Language teachers all over the world from Monday night onwards. 
 

Examples of subjects chosen this year are: 

 Accident with elephant in the Zoo 

 Queen‘s Day 

 Earthquake in Italy 

 Afghanistan Conference in The Hague 

 Sharks and swimming gala in Australia 

 Recycling plastic and sorting of rubbish 
 

The development of a Reading Comprehension lesson goes as follows: 
 

1. Individual reading of the text 

2. We discuss difficult words and search for synonyms  

3. Discussion about the deeper meaning of the text 

4. Answering questions 



Because of the complexity of the subject, (e.g. the Afghanistan Conference in The Hague), it is 

sometimes necessary for the teacher to give extra information about the subject. 
 

Questions are focussed on the structure content of the text: title, subtitles, photos, paragraphs, 

introduction, conclusion, objectivity, subjectivity and own point of view. 
 

A huge advantage of presenting Reading Comprehension in this way is that a news item is chosen by 

children, and that it stimulates them to follow the news every day to reach a higher level of 

understanding about the world in which they live. 

 

Fred van der Beek 

 

Last week new books arrived for our Dutch Library - seven boxes full, so lots of reading fun! 
 

Brigitte Bruin has always put a lot of effort into the organization of our Dutch Library. Due to another 

job in our school she handed her library task over to Joyce Gort.  Anneke Visser , one of our library 

mums also accepted another job in our school and Pascale Klinker has taken over. 
 

Brigitte and Anneke thank you so much for all your effort and making our library a place to enjoy and 

to be proud of. 
 

This Saturday is our last Cultural Day of this school year. We had some great events: Sinterklaas, 

Koninginnedag, Voorleesontbijt and many others. A big thank you to everyone who has been helping 

out over the last year to make these events a great success. 
 

Belgium will be in the spotlight this time. We are looking forward to try their fries (best ones in the 

world), chocolates and waffles. 

 

Christa Sterk, Dutch Coordinator 

 

Teaching the teachers - the IPC Regional Conference at 

CISD 
 

Over 80 delegates from all around the world came together at Compass 

International School on the weekend of the 24th and 25th April. Teachers 

from CISD joined with teachers from as far afield as Mauritius and USA. 

 

The conference consisted of 10 sessions - the first nine of which focused 

on one of the key themes that makes the IPC so unique. Teachers listened 

to a series of speakers, prominent in the field of education, worked in 

groups and had time to reflect and discuss on their own schools to look at 

ways of improving curriculum delivery. 

 

The speakers included Martin Skelton, one of the two co-

founders of Fieldwork Education. His education experience 

includes more than twenty years as a teacher and the successful 

headship of two primary schools. Martin has a Masters degree in 

Curriculum, Organisation and Management from the University 

of Sussex. He has long and deep experience of working with 

schools all around the world. 

 

The delegates all had an opportunity to view the school and we 

received very positive feedback about the learning focused 

environment our children are experiencing with many ideas 



being shared, photographed and taken away for use 

around the world. Many friendships and connections 

were made which will benefit children across the world. 

 

Professional development for staff is an integral part of 

teaching and learning at CISD and the weekend was a 

great opportunity for staff to extend their learning, make 

connections and enjoy the company of likeminded 

others. 

 

Pauline Markey—Deputy Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Middle East Schools Maths Challenge will be a major week-long competition, starting on May 10th 

2009. The event will see students involved in a huge online Mathematics spectacular. 
 

Truly, this is real 21st century learning. The competition will give access to a huge curriculum of 

mathematical lessons and activities – suitable for ages 4 to 18. A live Hall of Fame will track the 

progress of all schools during the competition  
 

Due to the positive feedback we had received from the children with World Maths Day here at Compass 

International School we are again looking for ways to enrich our children‘s learning experiences in 

Mathematics. Using ICT we have discovered that children find mathematics more fun and enjoyable.  
 

We have been invited to participate in the upcoming Middle East Schools Maths Challenge 2009. Based 

upon the success of World Maths Day, we hope that the children enjoy this unique mathematical 

experience. Children have been entered into this competition and those who have been entered will be 

provided with a username and password. They can then log in either at school or at home and gain 

points for the school. 
 

Good luck everyone! 

 

What the children said about World Maths Day . . .  
 

‗World Maths Day was a very enjoyable event for all students and 

should be definitely repeated.‘ 
 

Joanna Hughes 

 

‗This was an International event as we were playing people from 

around the world.‘ 
 

Ishani Chakravarty 
 

Shaha Uddin - Mathematics Coordinator 

 



Student Council 
 

The Student Council continue to meet on a regular basis to share the thoughts and ideas of their 

classmates with the group with a view to improving their learning environment. The podcast radio 

station has now been opened up and offered to members of the school computer club to help get the 

project off the ground. 
 

We thank those of you who continue to use the recycling bins to recycle your unwanted paper. 
 

However, this month we have decided to look further afield at how we can help others less fortunate 

than ourselves. 
 

With this aim in mind and 14,000 Qatari riyals raised through non-uniform days, film nights etc, the 

Student Council have chosen a project in Kenya, Africa to focus their attention on and to ‗build bridges‘ 

with. 

 

 

Daraja Academy 

Kenya 

 
Education is the most powerful 

weapon you can use to change the 

world. 
 

Nelson Mandela 

 

 

Daraja Academy is the first free all-girls secondary school in all of East Africa. In late February 2009, 

26 girls from Kenya were given a chance for a secondary education which would otherwise not be 

possible, given their current economic situation. 
 

The mission of the Daraja Academy is to cultivate a community of individuals with a sense of cultural 

awareness, social conscience, and environmental responsibility, all while instilling talents that will 

enable them to open doors to a global society. Mr. Raisdana gave a presentation on the school as it is a 

friend of his who set it up. 
 

The members of the student Council have recently decided to donate 14,000 Qatari Riyals to the Daraja 

Academy as the start of a long lasting relationship with the school. The older student council 

representatives looked at a ‘menu for the soul of a special school’ to decide on what they would like the 

money spent on. The consensus was towards a new water pump, seeds, plants and trees to help become 

self sufficient and money to pay for all the girls to go on a field trip. 
 

It is hoped we will set up email contact with the school soon and that in subsequent years CISD students 

will go out to visit the school and meet the residents there which will be a great experience for both 

students from Daraja and CISD. 

 

Pauline Markey - Deputy Head Teacher  

 

CISD School Library 
 

The school library provides a flexible place for learning where project work, individual study, group 

research and reading can all take place. By supporting and giving access to a broad range of information 

sources, the library can stimulate learning and motivate pupils by providing the means to freely pursue 

subjects which engage them. 
 

http://daraja-academy.org/component/option,com_contact/task,view/contact_id,1/Itemid,3/


At CISD we are committed to promoting high quality reading 

and learning opportunities for our children and supporting 

everyone involved with the library. 
 

I am therefore delighted to announce that in the last week we 

have added over 700 titles to our collection, which are 

already classified and ready to read. There are a wide range 

of genres which will appeal to all our avid readers and also 

encourage our not so avid readers to get started. We have 

added a great selection of books on sports and hobbies, new 

titles by well known children‘s authors and many books to 

help our children carry out research on their IPC units. 
 

Children in MP2 and 3 can borrow two books a week while children in Early Years and MP1 can 

borrow one book per week. So let‘s get reading! 
 

Book Reviews - attention all children! 

Have you read a really good book lately you would like to recommend to other children or even thought 

of designing a new cover for one of your favourite books? If so, the librarian would like to hear from 

you. Mrs Jones would love to display some of your work in the library so how about writing a book 

review to share your thoughts. If you need any help with this, contact Mrs Djedid. 
 

Mother Tongue Books                                                                                                                                             
Following Jane Denby, the EAL specialist‘s, visit in January, we mentioned setting up a mother tongue 

section in our library to support children whose first language is not English. We had a few donations 

but would welcome a lot more. I know some families will be 

leaving Doha over the summer so if you could spare a few books 

in your mother tongue (other than English) we would be grateful. 
 

Book Club 

We hope to be running an online book club very shortly, called 

Book Adventure, in conjunction with Sylvan Learning. This will 

give children an incentive to read and give access to a wide range 

of interesting reading materials. The programme also includes 

quizzes, with online points rewarded and is great fun. More 

details to follow. 
 

Finally, I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our willing parent volunteers who continue to 

help and support Mrs. Jones, the Librarian, and keep the library tidy.  
 

Ann Djedid - English Coordinator 

 

General Information 
 

Arrival Time  Please note that school starts at 7.30 AM and children are expected to be in their 

classrooms ready to learn by then. We do understand that traffic in Doha can be a 

challenge, but arriving late can not only disrupt your own child‘s learning, but also the 

learning of other children. Please make sure that your children arrive at school on 

time. 
 

Absence If your child is absent from school for any reason, please inform the Class Teacher or 

call the school office. This should be done before the event in the case of a planned 

absence (e.g. holiday / visit to the dentist). For sickness, or other unplanned absences, 

please send an explanatory letter when your child returns to school. 
 

Clothing  Please ensure that all items of clothing and other personal belongings are clearly 



labelled with your child‘s name. Personalised iron-on labels are available from Zaks, 

the uniform suppliers. 
 

Snacks  Please provide your child with something healthy to eat at break times (e.g. fruit, 

cereal bar, etc.) in a suitable container marked with their name. Please provide drinks 

in containers other than glass, which can be dangerous. Children are encouraged  to 

drink water during lessons to ensure that they remain fully hydrated for optimal 

learning. 
 

Sun Safe We operate a NO HAT - NO PLAY policy. Make sure that your child brings their hat 

to school otherwise they will not be allowed onto the field to play. 
 

Lost property There is a lost property box in the bus office by the gate at school. If you lose 

something, please check there in the first place. There are many items waiting to be 

claimed. 
 

Parking Please take care when parking at the start and the end of the school day and ensure that 

you follow the instructions of our security personnel. The car parks in front of the 

school are for the use of school buses and staff only. Parents are asked to use the 

roadside parking areas and the land next to the school. Please do not park opposite the 

school entrance as this upsets our neighbours. 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 

May 2009 

Thursday  07 MP2 / MP3 Assembly 12 noon 

  EY / MP1 Gould Assembly 12.45 PM 
 

Fri 08 Dutch Language NTC Cultural Day—Belgium 
 

Week 4   

Awards: Arabic 

Sunday   10 ACTIVE Aspire Year 3 

Monday 11 ACTIVE Aspire Year 4 

  Staff Meeting 1.45 PM - 2.45PM 

Tuesday 12 ACTIVE Aspire Year 5 

Wednesday 13 ACTIVE Aspire Years 6 and 7 

Thursday  14  MP2 / MP3 Assembly 12 noon 

  EY / MP1 Kavanagh Assembly 12.45 PM 
 

Week 5 

Awards: Morality 

Assessment Week 

Monday 18 Staff Meeting 1.45 PM - 2.45PM 

Thursday  21 Mufti Day  

   EY / MP1 Arabic Assembly 12.45 PM 
 

Week 6 

Awards: Technology 

Sunday  24 HALF TERM 

Monday  25 HALF TERM 

Wednesday 27 Science Day 

Thursday  28 MP2 / MP3 Arabic Assembly 12.45 PM 



Week 7 

Awards: Communication 

Monday 01 Parent and Teacher Conferences 1.45 PM - 4 PM 

Tuesday  02 Parent and Teacher Conferences 1.45 PM - 4 PM 

Wednesday 03 School Newsletter 

Thursday  04  MP2 / MP3 Assembly 12 noon 

   EY / MP1 Corr Assembly 12.45 PM 

   MP3 Disco 

 

Email Communications 
 

You may have noticed recently that we are sending out more information by email. To save paper, time 

and energy, we hope to stop a lot of our paper based communications. If you did not get this newsletter 

by email, then please speak to Mrs. Cheryl Paladino or Mrs. Kay Tilley, our School Secretaries, and we 

will add you to the mailing list.  
 

Miscellaneous 
 

We are always available to consult with parents about your children, so please do not hesitate to contact 

the school if you have any queries. If you do wish to speak to your child‘s Class Teacher or the Head 

Teacher, then it is advisable to make an appointment. Teachers cannot come out of classes except in an 

emergency. Your cooperation in this area is appreciated. 
 

School Telephone: +974 4877 445 

School Fax: +974 4877 446 

Head Teacher‘s email:  head@cisdoha.org 

School Office email: admin@cisdoha.org 

Website:    www.cisdoha.com 
 

Login to parents section on website: Username:  dohaparents 

     Password:  Zows57Gr3  
 

 

 

Thank you for your continuing support, 

 

 
 

 

John Todd 

Head Teacher 

 



Compass International School Doha 

 

The School’s Mission Statement: 
 

Learning Well, Enjoying Life, 

Exceeding Expectations. 

 

The School’s Vision Statement: 
 

To be a successful school, recognised 

around the world for excellence. 

 

The school’s Definition of Learning: 
 

Learning is making connections 

between new and existing knowledge, 

skills and understanding to adapt to 

our changing world. 


