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Dear Parents, 

 

Eid Mubarak. I hope that everyone enjoyed the extended Eid holiday. 

With the weather cooling down, there are now more opportunities to 

get outside and play or go to the beach. In school, that means we can 

now go outside at playtimes and enjoy running around. Please 

remember though - óno hat, no playô - and we will monitor the weather 

to make sure it is not too hot or too dusty. 
 

All our classes started the year with a unit on óLearningô. When we 

reviewed our programme last year, we felt that this would be a really 

good way to start the year and give our children a better understanding 

of how they learn. Mrs. Djedidôs class gave us a great assembly about 

learning and learning styles. 
 

Our teachers and learning assistants will be learning something new 

next week when Jane Denby runs a learning programme on Third 

Culture Kids and English as an Additional Language. This will help 

them understand more about the childrenôs needs in terms of transition 

to a new school and country and additional language issues. 
 

We welcome two new staff members this month. Tish Godley has 

joined as our new Finance Officer. Her office is in the main building in 

what used to be the Nurseôs Office. Judy Mond joins us as part-time 

Office Manager in a job share with our current Office Manager, Anu 

Vye. 
 

I am very sad to announce that Glynis Blackett, our School Secretary, 

will be leaving the school at the end of October. This is due to family 

commitments. All of you will know Glynis as she is generally your 

first point of contact with the school. Glynis has been at the school 

from its foundation in 2006 and we will all miss her. 

 

 

 

John Todd 

Head Teacher 
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Learning Opportunities 
 

You will have read in my introduction about a LEARNING OPPORTUNITY for our teachers and 

learning assistants. We know that professional development is very important for our staff, but we know 

that it is also vital for you as parents. We will be giving you regular LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

and hope that you will find out more about the programmes we offer at school. 

 

So far this term, LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES for parents have included: 

 

¶ Class Tea Partiesðan opportunity to learn about your childôs class and their teacherôs 

expectations 

¶ IPC Information Eveningðheld in September and an opportunity to learn about the structure of 

the International Primary Curriculum (IPC) and experience some practical tasks 

¶ NTC Information Morningðheld in September, this was an opportunity to learn about the Dutch 

First Language Programme at the school 

¶ Reading Workshopðheld in October, this was an opportunity to learn about our reading 

programme and was particularly focussed on parents of our younger children 

¶ Weekly Assembliesðopportunities to find out and celebrate the learning that has been going on in 

different classrooms 

 

Staff Training and School Improvement 
 

Our staff training programmes this year have been designed to focus around our School Improvement 

Plan. The first programme for staff takes place next week on Saturday 11 October and then after school 

on 12ð14 October. Jane Denby from the International School of the Hague, will be running a 

programme focussing on Third Culture Kids and English as an Additional Language. Jane will also 

spend time in classrooms working with teachers on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. 

 

There will be no teacher-led Extra-Curricular Activities on Sunday and Tuesday. Activities on Monday 

and Playball on Tuesday will continue as normal. All ECAs will resume on Wednesday. 

 

Learning to Swim 

Mr. Nijkamp, our Swimming Coach, is giving all the children the opportunity to learn to swim or to 

improve their technique. Lessons take place on Mondays or Wednesday and we are always happy to 

have help from parents in and out of the water. 

 



A Taste of the IPC 
 

At our recent Introductory Workshop on the IPC, many of our parents literally experienced a taste of 

what their children do in school! Tasting chocolate was one of four practical workshops which gave 

parents an insight into what kind of learning their children experience in the  classroom. 
 

What subjects does the IPC cover? 
 

 
 

Mathematics and English are linked to the IPC but are presently taught through the Cambridge Primary 

Curriculum, which is similar to the British National Curriculum, but with a more international focus. 
 

International ï the IPC encourages students to be internationally minded, therefore there are specific 

lessons in each unit based on international learning. 
 

Personal Goals ï these are some of the qualities that we expect to see in our students, Personal & 

Social, rather than academic. They are Morality, Communication, Enquiry, Respect, Resilience, 

Adaptability, Cooperation and Thoughtfulness. 
 

Structure of the IPC 

The IPC is taught in Units or Themes, which are very motivating for children ï some of these include: 

The Rainforest, Chocolate, Mission to Mars and Making Things Go. Each Milepost covers 

approximately 2 units each term, although sometimes there are longer units which last for the entire 

term. 
 

Each unit is split into subject blocks, so you might get 2 weeks of history followed by a week of 

geography, then a week of art, followed by 2 weeks of science. The units have been chosen so that there 

is an overall balance of skills learned in each subject area. 
 

What is in an IPC Unit? 

Entry Point  ï this is the starting point, usually a fun activity to capture the childrenôs interest. Parents 

may be invited to attend these activities. 

Knowledge Harvest ï this is a brainstorming session to see what the students already know about the 

subject, and they can also identify what they want to find out. 

Explaining the Theme ï we normally spend a lesson explaining what the whole unit is going to be 

about, so the students know: ñIn history we will learnéé.., in Geography we will learné.ò,etc 

The Big Picture ï we constantly refer to this. We explain to students how what they are learning at the 

time fits into the big picture and enables them to make more connections. 

The Tasks ï these are the IPC lessons that your child has every day in school. 

Learning Targets ï students must know what they are learning and why they are learning it 

(connections) as well as how to succeed in their learning. At the start of each lesson, the learning target 

is explained to the students so that they will be aware of all of these things. 

The Exit Point ï this is an activity which happens at the end of the unit. It can take many different 

forms ï an assembly, a presentation of some kind, a quiz, etc. It is always an opportunity for the 

students to reflect on their learning from the unit. It is often an opportunity for parents to come to school 

and share in their childrenôs learning. 
 

What Kind of Learning do the Students Experience? 

As many parents found out for themselves whilst participating in our  workshops, the students gain a 

great deal of knowledge through completing certain tasks in the IPC. However, they also learn skills 

which will greatly help them in their future lives: making presentations, communicating their findings, 

History Geography Science 

ICT (Computer skills) Technology (designing & 

making) 

Art 

Music PE International 



etc. Students develop their understanding as they gain more knowledge and skills in the unit. 
 

Four Workshops for Parents ï These Were Our Activities: 

Entry Point  ï chocolate testing. Who could come up with the most creative comments about the taste, 

texture & smell of the different types of chocolate? 

Knowledge Harvest ï brainstorm in pictures or words what you know about how chocolate is madeé

Imagine you are inside Willy Wonkaôs chocolate factory! 

Art  ï design a chocolate wrapper, give reasons for your choice of materials and your design. 

Geography ï research where cacao trees grow and mark this on a map. What is the climate like in these 

countries? What are the environmental impacts of producing chocolate? Find out about Fairtrade. 
 

¶ By participating in these activities, you have experienced a taste of what and how your 

children learn in IPC. 

¶ In IPC, we have GREAT LEARNING, GREAT TEACHING AND GREAT FUN! 
 

For more information log on to www.internationalprimarycurriculum.com 

 

Mhairi Gibson - Leader for Learning 
 

Dutch First Language Programme - nieuwsbrief 
 

We canôt believe how fast time has past by. With a new start, it always takes time to settle in, but 

straight from the beginning we felt welcomed and supported by all of you. After one week we were able 

to make a start with our Dutch Library, thanks to the help of our library mums: Mrs. Bruin, Mrs. Visser 

and  Mrs. Ambachtsheer. We are also very happy for the help of our reading mums and with all the 

people who are already volunteering to help out on our cultural days. 
 

We were also very pleased with the large number of parents showing up at the NTC Information 

Morning. It was nice to put a face to the name.  After the session we received a lot of positive feedback. 

If you have any questions youôre always welcome to come and see us, preferably after school time. The 

children are getting into the routine of their school days and their Dutch lessons. They have been 

working really hard in their first few weeks and have already learned a lot as you can read in their 

stories below. 
 

On Sunday and Tuesday afternoon we visit the library and we practice our reading: 

 

 On Sundays we start off with reading and in between we visit the library. In our library we 

 have fiction books on A, B and C level and non fiction books. When we finish our books we 

 hand them in to our library mums and we can choose a new one. 

 Tycho - Year 3 
 

 In our Dutch classroom we have a reading caterpillar. When we finish a book we write the title, 

 the writerôs name, the illustratorôs name and our assessment on a circle and add it to our 

 caterpillar.  When the caterpillar is as long as our doorframe, our teacher has a surprise for us. 

 Ilse - Year 3 
 

Please always bring your Dutch library folder, even when you havenôt finished your book. 
 

On Tuesday and Thursday afternoons we have our Dutch cultural afternoons. We learn about:  
 

 Dutch food 

 My favourite Dutch dishes are chips with a fricandel and poffertjes. Poffertjes look like small 

 pancakes. I like them best with sugar. 

 Thomas - Year 4 
 

 

 

 

 



 Famous Dutch people 

 Vincent van Gogh is a painter. Once he cut off his ear!! Two of his famous paintings are: The 

 Sunflowers and Starry Night. 

 Loes - Year 4 

 Dutch events 

 Carnival is a big party. There are big cars with clowns, balloons and lots of colours. When it is 

 carnival time I dress myself up. Last year my sister was a pirate and I was Pipi Longstocking. 

 Sammie - Year 4 
 

 Dutch cities 

 Iôm from Zwolle.  In Zwolle we have the famous Pepperbus. I live in the longest street of Zwolle. 

 Our city has a lot of canals and an old city wall. 

 Jan Watze - Year 4 
 

 Iôm from Delft. In Delft you have the Delftse Hout, a big playground with a swimming pool. Delft 

 is famous because all our queens and kings are buried in the big church. 

 Krispijn - Year 4 
 

 Dutch games and sport 

 Hockey is a popular sport in Holland. Our ladies team won a gold medal at the Olympics in China. 

 Ice skating is also very popular. The Dutch supporters are always dressed up in bright orange, 

 because Queen Beatrix her surname is van Oranje (orange) Nassau. 

 

Writing Dutch: 

 The last few weeks we have been learning about verbs, that change from time to time (from the 

 past to present). We have books to write in, one for each subject (spelling, language and ICT). We 

 have Dutch lessons five times a week. Three times in the morning and two times in the afternoon. 

 Our teacher is called Mr. van der Beek. He is a funny teacher and he makes sure we understand 

 what we are learning. We also have a reading lesson and we read Dutch as well as English at 

 home. We have had 18 Dutch lessons during and after school. 

 Larissa - Year 7 
 

Nursery: 

In our first lesson we met our little friend Puk. Puk is helping us with 

learning Dutch words, how to listen to stories, sing Dutch songs and how to 

answer difficult questions. Each week Puk is staying with one of us for a 

sleep over. On Sunday we tell the other children about all our adventures.  
 

Reception: 

In Reception we also have a small friend 

called Raai de kraai. Raai takes us on exciting 

adventures and helps us to develop our Dutch 

language. 
 

Year 1: 

In Year 1, the children are very clever. They 

learn how to make a connection between spoken and written language. 

Last week, we made a newspaper with news about ourselves and over the 

last few weeks we learned the letters: d, w and u 

 

Christa Sterk - Dutch Coordinator 

 

 


