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Mission and Vision

Dear Parents,

We have enjoyed a busy start to the term with some exciting learning
opportunities for our students both inside and outside the classroom.
Through a comprehensive programme of classroom visits called
Looking for Learning, we continue to review the quality of the learning
and give feedback to teachers to help them develop their professional
practice.

Our School Consultative Group met in January and was joined by Dion
Ellis, the new Rayyan Representative. Elections are now underway for
a new Gharaffa Representative. Discussions included the School
Improvement Plan, the new Bus Consultative Group and a report on
the brand new Parent Social Committee.

All our students have been learning about Road Safety with a special
awareness week about both campuses and events included visits from
the traffic police, competitions, assemblies and raising awareness with
parents. We hope you will all continue to take extra care and remember
to wear a seat belt.

To help our staff remain abreast of current educational thinking, we
have developed a Professional Development Library. For any
interested parents, this is available for browsing in the Gharaffa
Campus Library.

A number of staff have received internal promotions and full details
have been posted on the website. We have also welcomed a new
Business Manager, Liam Geraghty, and he will be based at the

dekke Gharaffa Campus.
Dates for your diary
- John Todd
International ‘gl UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE

Curriculum

International Examinations

CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

An international school located in the State of Qatar owned and managed by
Education Overseas Qatar LLC (CR No. 33520)




Head of School
Learning Opportunities

We will be giving you regular LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES and hope that you will find out more
about the programmes we offer at school.

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES for parents in February include:

Weekly assemblies for Early Years / Milepost 1, Milepost 2 / Milepost 3, and Secondary

Year 9 Reports

Primary School Parent Teacher Consultations

Mathematics Information morning at Gharaffa

Primary School Presentations of Learning

Professional Development Library is now available for parents to browse in the Gharaffa Library.
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Update on Building at the Rayyan Campus

There have been no further developments on our Rayyan Campus building programme. We continue to
work with the municipal planning department on the subject. |1 cannot make any firm prediction about
the progress of the building work.

News from the Primary School - Reporting to Parents at CISD

At Compass we like to keep parents informed of their children’s learning on a regular basis. Whilst we
do this informally, with parents welcome to request an appointment with their teacher at any time
throughout the year, we also have a schedule for reporting formally to parents.

Term1

Approximately 6 weeks into the first term parents are invited in to discuss their child’s learning with the
class teacher. At this meeting the teacher will discuss how the child has settled into the new class,
progress made and areas to work on at home and at school. This allows an early conversation to identify
targets for the parents and school to work on to help the child make progress with their learning.

At the end of Term 1, the parents receive a comprehensive report of the child’s progress that term. The
report format changed this year to make it simpler to follow and to identify some clear targets the child
will work towards.

Term 2
In the second term; parents will, once again, be invited in for a Parent Consultation meeting to discuss
their child’s progress.
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Also in this term, the regular weekly assemblies are replaced with Presentations of Learning. These
comprise of all children having the opportunity to present their own learning to their class and parents.
The format for this is as follows: the children choose pieces of work they are particularly proud of from
Maths, English, IPC and Languages, and explain to the audience why they have chosen them, what they
have learned, what was difficult etc.

Term 3

Once again, around 6 weeks into the term parents are invited into discuss their child’s progress with the
class teacher. At the end of this term, the child will receive a comprehensive report about their learning
that year. This will include suggestions for what to work on during the holidays and the next term and
also feedback from standardized tests that indicate how well the child is doing compared to other
children of the same age.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

Why can we not have the report earlier?

2 reasons — in the past we have found that if the reports are given out early, many students leave school
before the end of term. Not only does this affect that child’s learning but also the learning of all the
students in the class. Also, the writing of children’s reports is a lengthy process, we want to make sure
that the report that goes out has covered as much of the learning as possible. If it went out earlier there
would be elements of the learning not yet covered in class.

| am not sure about the B D M that was on the last report.

As an IPC school we have adopted the rubric style of assessment that the International Primary
Curriculum supports. This consists of 3 levels of rubrics that indicate how a student is doing in regards
to the acquisition of new skills.

When a student is at the beginning stage, which they very often will be at the start of the year, the
student is starting to demonstrate understanding of the new learning. They may well need more practice
or reinforcement to move them onto the next (developing) level, or to grasp all elements of the skill, and
it may be that this new learning is planned to be covered again later in the term or year.

When at the mastering level, a student has successfully acquired the knowledge or skill and can apply it
in most situations. They will still be able to develop this learning further hence the term ‘mastering’ not
‘mastered’.

Pauline Markey
Head of Gharaffa Campus

News from the Secondary School

Our focus this term on consistency, standards and homework is an ongoing process and is already
beginning to see students getting into better routines and raising their own expectations. New format
communication books and some new policies have been part of the process. Students have also been
involved in Tutor time discussing homework, class work and standards.

Our first ‘learning focus week’ this term was Science and Maths week (week 2) We started the week
with 7b presenting demonstrations and challenges in an outdoor assembly, this continued throughout the
week. On Thursday evening, 40 students and most of the Rayyan staff drove out under cover of
darkness to star gaze and enjoy the singing sand dunes. On Friday morning a large and enthusiastic
group of students and parents were in school to observe the solar eclipse. This capped of a very
successful learning focused week. Many thanks to Mr. Holmstrom, Mr. Bomford and Form 7b.

This term we have also had road safety awareness week, an information evening for parents on the
responsible use of the internet and on Sunday 31% our extended curriculum day saw Year 8 attending a
performance of The Nutcracker Suite performed by The Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra and Years 7 and
9 attending the final day of the Commercial Bank Qatar Masters Golf Tournament. A great opportunity
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to see some of the world’s best Golfers in action.

Looking at Venus at the Singing Sand Dunes 7b and Mr. Holmstrom following their assembly

Confirmed dates for the Oman Expedition are March 5™ — 12", The expedition will involve 38 students
and 7 staff. The students back in school will enjoy a full and experiential learning programme. Work
planning their week is already underway.

IGCSE Information evening — Please note the that the date for this has moved to Tuesday March
AR

Julian Cottenden
Head of Rayyan Campus

Head of Learning

My name is Ms Sarah Johnson and | have recently taken on the role as Head of Learning at Compass
International School. | joined Compass in August 2009 as a Year 1 teacher. Before joining Compass |
worked for 4 years in an IPC school as Head of Year and Classroom
Teacher, prior to that | spent 4 Years in the UK as a Primary school
Teacher and Key Stage 1 Coordinator. I am delighted to have been
given the opportunity to work with students and teachers across the
different Mileposts and across both the Rayyan and Gharaffa
Campuses. | have been in post a number of weeks and | am really
excited by the learning opportunities and activities that take place at
our school. My primary role will be working with the children to find
out what they have been learning and liaising with staff to monitor
individual target setting and progress, in particular 1 will be reviewing
pupil performance and driving improvement across the school. My
other responsibilities will include monitoring the effectiveness of
I reporting to parents and contributing to the effective planning and
resourcing within in each Year group. As part of the School
Leadership Team | look forward to working closely with parents,
teachers and students at Compass over the coming months.

Sarah Johnson
Head of Learning
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Welcome to the Maths page!
What has been happening in maths?
Each edition 1 will be showcasing the learning that has been taking place in a
different Milepost. This edition it is the turn of the Early Years department. As
you can see from the pictures below there has been a lot of fun and exciting maths
taking place.

| ==

Fun in 3D, identifying the faces of EY,Harris-Silvera's class busy making tangrams
3D shapes with EY Rebollo out of 2D shapes

] EY Durrant learning to match the words to the
Malika and Noortje making sets of 4 In number

EY Mclean

Learning to count to 5 in EY Kavanagh

The children in Mrs. Corr's class have been
making patterns with 3 colours. Ammaar. Dates for your diary:

Mohamed,Erik and Sjoerd chose the beads to Tuesday 23rd February - Maths

make their patterns. . . .
information morning
Can you solve this brain teaser created by Bassel Wednesday 3" March - Maths Super
Abdelbaki from Year 6 Burchell ? Solution in the next
newsletter.
Jeff has QR 20.00. He wants to buy as many turtles as would be welcomed!
he can. Each turtle costs QR 3.30. He needs to buy a
packet of turtle food for every two turtles he gets. Wendy Daley
Each packet of turtle food costs QR 2.00. Learning Improvement
1. How many turtles can Jeff get with his money? ’ ]
2. How much food can he get? it // Leader for Mathematics

3. How much money will he have left?

Learning Day. Any volunteers or ideas
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Primary School English

In English, the children work on Literacy units taken from the
National Literacy Strategy for England and Wales. Each unit
lasts several weeks and looks at a particular genre (style or type
of writing).

In Year 1 the children recently spent four weeks studying
Traditional Tales. They read lots of Fairy Tales and then acted
out some of the stories, using masks and props. The children
in Mrs. Taylor’s class turned their house corner into a beautiful
fairytale cottage and painted trees, flowers and leaves for their
magic forest wall display.

In the forest they hid some of their favourite characters, then
they acted out what their problems were and wrote messages to
hide in the forest.

Cinderella wrote — “I need to get into that ball!” (Jeannette)
Prince Charming wrote — “Please help me look for my
princess” (Alec)

The children had great fun learning about Fairy Tales. Here are
some of their favourite memories.

Yusef — “It helped me when we worked as a team to write
Jack and the Beanstalk.”

Maya — “I liked writing the Wanted posters to find
Goldilocks.”

Humaid — “It was fun using the masks to act out the stories.”
Christiana — “I liked making the secret messages to hide in
the magic forest.”

The children have some excellent examples of their learning
displayed in the classroom and it is clear to see from their
comments how much they have enjoyed learning about this
particular aspect of English.

Margaret Pilkington
Learning Improvement Leader for English

Dutch First Language Programme

On Friday January 29th we celebrated Belgium Day - another I
great cultural event. The cultural days are a part of our NTC
curriculum. From Year 2 onwards we offer 45 minutes each
week of cultural lessons and in addition to these lessons we
organise NTC cultural days. Through these lessons and
activities we stay in touch with our home countries and learn
about our historical and cultural heritage and background.

In the weeks before our Belgian cultural day we had already
learned a lot about Belgium during our NTC afternoon sessions.

During these lessons, Year 4 made a map of Belgium and looked up different cities in their atlases.

PAGE 6 03 February 2010




They listened to the legend of Brabo and the giant Antigon and
found out how Antwerp got its name. They also made a
beautiful display of the legend which we put up as a display in
the hall.

Years 2 and 3 learned about famous Belgian landmarks,
delicacies and important cities. They talked about Belgium,
played a memory game with Belgium highlights and made a | pesy
costume for Manneke Pis, a famous statue in Brussels.

Last Friday, we learned a lot about this friendly country south
of Holland.

. Kim van de Berg told us about her city Tongeren and
the legend of Ambiorix a real Belgian hero who
fought the Romans for 9 years. While Kim was telling
her Tongeren story Belgian children and parents acted §
out the legend.

. We played a city game, called the “Big Belgium
Tour”. During this game we learned about different
cities and their characteristics. In groups we took part
in different games in different cities trying to win city
labels. The group with most city labels won the game.

. After this game we took part in a circuit of 4 different
activities. There were two rounds, one from Year 1 up
to Year 3 and one for Year 4 upwards. We made
Atomiums and Belgian pralines of clay, we learned
how to make waffles and how to eat as many as
possible (easy part), played a Belgian quiz, danced to
Studio 100 music and told each other jokes about the
Belgians and the Dutch.

. We finished the day eating golden fried Belgium fries.

We had a real fun day with a lot of learning going on.
A great big thank you to our Compass and Globetrotter Belgian community.

Christa Sterk, Dutch Coordinator

International Primary Curriculum - The Entry Point

This term got off to a great start with all classes beginning their /=
new IPC unit. B

All IPC units begin with an Entry Point and around school there
were lots of exciting learning activities going on to really get E; -
children motivated. The entry point not only has the ‘wow’ factor, ; % :
but it also inspires children to learn more about the subject and |
makes learning enjoyable. | talked to some children around school }
to find out what they had learned from their Entry Point.

MP3 Maher and Leeman went on a ‘Mission to Mars’. There ’
were lots of strange looking green creatures walking around **
school that day and some fantastic space costumes.

Year 5 - Mission to Mars
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“For our Entry Point we came to school dressed up in ‘space’ costumes and then watched a clip about a
space mission and a rocket taking off. We left the building through the Fire Exit which said - Welcome
to Mars. Afterwards we went out to the car park to plan a Mission to Mars. We had to think about what
we would need to survive. | learned about how | could make water and shelter. | really enjoyed dressing
up as Darth Vader. It was really exciting and good fun.”

Mission to Mars and Beyond - Entry Point by Sophie, MP3 Leeman.

MP2 Alufa, Hasselkvist, Cunliffe and Daley had fun creating and drawing their own island.

“In IPC we were learning how to create our own maps of an island. My island was called Palm Island
and it had many treasures on it and little islands around it. | learned how to put information in a key. |
enjoyed drawing the map and the key. It was really exciting because the map was big and we got to use
lots of colours.”

Pictures, Paintings and Photographs -Entry point by Hannah Sophia, MP2 Hasselkvist.

MP1 Breitenbach, Campbell, and Holland began by learning about the differences between day and
night.

“We went into a dark room. We lit a candle in the room, and
then we put a torch on. It made it less spooky. | learned that dark
can be scary. If it is dark, it means there is no light. It was i
exciting because it was scary.” -
Day and Night - Entry Point by Darcey, MP1 Breitenbach.

Thank you for supporting the MP2 Bake Sale - we raised a
fantastic total of QR5500 which we will send to the Disaster
Emergency Committee to help the Haiti relief effort. Thank you
also to the parents who came along to the IPC Information
Morning. They experienced the most popular Entry Point of all,
in the Chocolate Unit, for themselves, as well as learning about Year 4 - Bake Sale for Haiti
how the IPC improves learning in school.

Mrs Ann Djedid, Learning Improvement Leader, International Primary Curriculum

English as an Additional Language

The students who attend EAL lessons have been working hard this term. The students work on key
vocabulary and develop oral language skills to increase their understanding of work done in class.

Our lessons include content from the Year Group’s IPC units as well as developing the student’s skills
in listening, speaking, reading and writing. The content and skills focused on in our lessons are planned
with the classroom teachers to ensure that the students who attend EAL lessons are being supported in
their learning in the classroom. Mr. Glover and | have also begun in-class support this term. We have
allocated time slots where we visit some classes and work with EAL students on their mathematics, IPC
or English learning.

Mother Tongue
What does Mother tongue mean?

‘First language’, ‘mother tongue’, ‘home language’. Sometimes people are confused about what these
words mean. Mother tongue is the language you spoke to your children when they were babies; the
language they use to speak to their grandparents, the language of their culture.
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Supporting a child’s mother tongue at home is very important as this assists their acquisition of English.
It also continues to develop a child’s conceptual development and therefore makes it easier for a child to
learn concepts in English.

There are many ways you can continue to develop your child’s mother tongue:

. Read books together in your native language and discuss storyline and characters in mother
tongue and English.

. Count, recite days of the week, months of the year and other basic concepts in native tongue.

. Label things around the home in native tongue and English.

. Encourage children to write shopping lists, emails and letters in their mother tongue.

. Meet with other children who speak your mother tongue.

. Watch TV programmes, DVDs and use the internet in your mother tongue.

. Encourage children to carry out research for school projects using the internet in their mother
tongue.

Mother tongue is fragile and easily lost in the early years of school as children pick up ‘playground
English’. Children can lose their mother tongue within 2-3 years of starting school if not used enough.

Lorraine Maher
EAL Coordinator

HOT TOPICS

HOT TOPICS informs you of current concerns, suggestions and other feedback within the Compass
Community of Parents, Students and Administration. Please talk to your class parent about any
additional concerns or feedback you may have.

New Social Committee

The SCG created the Parent Social Committee to support and enhance a greater sense of community and
connection among the families of Compass. Jamie Honey has stepped up to chair the committee and has
already rallied a number of committee members to plan their first event: a CISD Family BBQ to be
held on Tuesday, February 23, 5:30 to 7:00 pm. We can expect to see posters with specific information
in the near future. The committee welcomes additional volunteers to help stage the BBQ and plan
future events.

Swimming and Seasonal Weather

Concern has been voiced about children swimming when the weather and/or water is too cold.
Response: The pool is heated and a maintained at a temperature of around 30°C so it is the air
temperature that is the real concern, particularly early in the day. The Head Teacher and the swimming
coach will make a decision as to when swimming will resume.

Facilities for the Ballet ECA

Concern was voiced that the floor in the classroom used for the EY Ballet ECA is too hard.

Response: Interlocking compressed foam pieces (as often seen in retail stores for children’s rooms) will
be put down before classes. However, they will only be used for some of the lesson as the children
cannot practice all the moves on a foam surface.

Seating for Parents waiting at Compass during after school activities

A request was made to provide seating for parents supervising children while a sibling is involved in an
afterschool activity.

Response: We are awaiting quotes for extra benches which will be placed in the tented area of the
playground beside the play area.

Traffic and Pedestrian Safety
Simon Gathercole and Holgar Feldkamp have agreed to assist Jill Chomowicz in facilitating a study of
the traffic and pedestrian patterns and behaviour around the Gharaffa Campus. Much of the area of
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concern includes public roads, private land and empty lots which are outside the school’s remit and
cannot be regulated.  However, it is thought that much can be done voluntarily and by suggestion to
improve the flow of traffic and safety during our busiest times of drop off and pick up. If you have
input or suggestions, please contact Jill Chomowicz at jilldotchom@gmail.com

School Uniform

We trialled a new set of uniform with some students and their parents have given us feedback about the
quality and how well it wears and washes. The feedback has gone to the manufacturer and we hope to
have some more news soon.

In the meantime, if you do have concerns with the current uniform, Zaks have assured me that if you
return the items, they will be replaced.

Pauline Markey and Jill Chomowicz

School Buses

Our school bus service is run by TriLogistics and full details can be found on the website at
www.cisdoha.com/Students/BusService A new committee has been set up to liaise with the bus
company and to give them feedback about the service.

For parents who have children at both campuses, we are running a bus to help.

General Information

Arrival Time  The school gates open at 7.00 AM and staff are available in covered areas to supervise
students. The bell rings at 7.20 AM and students may then move to their classes.
Please note that school starts at 7.30 AM and children are expected to be in their
classrooms ready to learn by then. We do understand that traffic in Doha can be a
challenge, but arriving late can not only disrupt your own child’s learning, but also the
learning of other students. Please make sure that your children arrive at school on
time.

Absence If your child is absent from school for any reason, please inform the Class Teacher /
Form Tutor or call the school office. This should be done before the event in the case
of a planned absence (e.g. holiday / visit to the dentist). For sickness, or other
unplanned absences, please send an explanatory letter when your child returns to
school.

Clothing We do expect all students to attend school in the appropriate school uniform. Please
ensure that all items of clothing and other personal belongings are clearly labelled with
your child’s name. Personalised iron-on labels are available from Zaks, the uniform
suppliers.

Swimming Swimming is part of the school curriculum and children should be reminded to bring
their swimming costume and a towel.

Snacks Please provide your child with something healthy to eat at break times (e.g. fruit,
cereal bar, etc.) in a suitable container marked with their name. Please provide drinks
in containers other than glass, which can be dangerous. Children are encouraged to
drink water during lessons to ensure that they remain fully hydrated for optimal
learning.

Sun Safe We operate a NO HAT - NO PLAY policy. Make sure that your child brings their hat
to school otherwise they will not be allowed onto the field to play. Please ensure that
your child knows that they need to drink regularly to remain properly hydrated in the
hot weather.
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Lost property There is a lost property box in the security office by the gate at school. If you lose
something, please check there in the first place. There are many items waiting to be
claimed.

Parking Please take care when parking at the start and the end of the school day and ensure that
you follow the instructions of our security personnel. The car parks in front of the
Gharaffa Campus are for the use of school buses and staff only. Parents are asked to
use the roadside parking areas at the Rayyan Campus and the land next to the school at
the Gharaffa Campus. Please do not park opposite the Gharaffa Campus entrance as
this upsets our neighbours.

Before School  Students at Gharaffa may wait in the tented area inside the gate from 7 AM. Two
members of staff supervise the students and the students are expected to sit quietly and
sensibly at the tables whilst waiting for school to start.

Email Communications

If you did not get this newsletter by email, then please speak to Mrs. Helen Stevenson
(gharaffa@cisdoha.org) or Mrs. Kay Tilley (rayyan@cisdoha.org), our School Secretaries, and we will
add you to the mailing list.

Miscellaneous

We are always available to consult with parents about your children, so please do not hesitate to contact
the school if you have any queries. If you do wish to speak to your child’s Class Teacher, the Head of
Campus or the Head Teacher, then it is advisable to make an appointment. Teachers cannot come out of
classes except in an emergency. Your cooperation in this area is appreciated.

Head of School: Mr. John Todd head@cisdoha.org
Telephone: +974 6869304

Gharaffa Campus:

Head of Campus: Mrs. Pauline Markey p.markey@cisdoha.org
Secretary: Mrs. Helen Stevenson gharaffa@cisdoha.org
Telephone: +974 4877 445 Fax: +974 4877 446
Rayyan Campus:

Head of Campus: Mr. Julian Cottenden j.cottenden@cisdoha.org
Secretary: Mrs. Kay Tilley rayyan@cisdoha.org
Telephone: +974 4414288 Fax: +974 4877 446
School Website: www.cisdoha.com

Thank you for your continuing support.

John Todd
Head of School
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Dates for your Diary

Copies of the calendars for the term are available to download from the News & Info section of the

website.
Gharaffa Campus
February 2010 Rayyan Campus
Thu 04 MP2/3 Y5 Maher Assembly 7.40 AM February 2010
Yr 5/ 6 Netball competition - Al Khor Mon 01 Staff Meeting 13.45 - 14.45
Mufti / non-uniform Day Wed 03 Student Council meeting

School Newsletter
Thu 04 Mufti Day — charity fundraiser

Week 6
Awards: History Week 6
Sun 07 Parent Teacher Consultations Wed 10 Student Council meeting

Mon 08 Parent Teacher Consultations
Wed 10 Sports Day EY / MP1
Thu 11 Sports Day MP 2/ 3

Sun 14 — Thu 18 Half term — NO SCHOOL
Sun 14 — Thu 18 Half term — NO SCHOOL

Week 7

Mon 22 Staff Meeting 1.45 PM - 2.45PM Week 7

Tue 23 Mathematics Information Morning 7.45 am Sun 21 UN International ‘Mother Language’ Day
Year 6 Secondary Transition Day at Rayyan Mon 22  Staff Meeting 13.45 - 14.45
Parent Social Committee BBQ at Gharaffa Tue 23 Year 6 transition day/visit to Rayyan
Campus 5.30PM - 7PM Parent Social Committee BBQ at Gharaffa

Wed 24 Presentations of Learning Campus 5.30PM - 7PM

Wed 24 Student Council meeting
Thu 25 Presentations of Learning
Dutch Cultural Event - Winter Celebration

Fri 26 Yr 3 Picnic

Week 8
March 2010 Week 8
Mon 01 Staff Meeting 1.45 PM - 2.45PM March 2010

Yr 3 /4 Athletics Competition Mon 01 Staff Meeting 13.45 - 14.45PM
Tue 02 Declamation Contest Heats Tue 02 IGCSE Parent Information Evening
Wed 03 Presentations of Learning Wed 03 School Newsletter

Super Learning Day - Maths Thu 04

School Newsletter
Thu 04 Yr5/6 Athletics Fri. 05 Oman Expedition departs

Presentations of Learning
Yr 4 Sleepover

Sat 06 Yr6 Overseas Trip (Sat — Tue)

Sun safe

The weather is very pleasant and we are allowing all students to play outside at both break times. We do
review this daily, particularly for our younger students. It is vital that whenever students do go outside
they wear a hat—this includes walking into and out of school. Our School Nurses will speak to every
class in the school about the importance of drinking water throughout the day. Please continue to talk to
your children on this subject to avoid any problems in the hot weather. If school hats are not available
from the uniform shop, please ensure your child wears a different hat. We rigorously enforce our no hat
- no play policy.
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Compass International School Doha

The School ' s Mi

Learning Well, Enjoying Life,
Exceeding Expectations.

The School ' s VI

To be a successful school, recognised
around the world for excellence.

The school

Learning Is making connections
between new and existing knowledge,
skills and understanding to adapt to
our changing world.
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